Interferon-y (IFN-y) is an ¡mmunomodulator shown to augment the expression of major histocompatibility (MHC) 
INTRODUCTION

AMONG THE THREE MAJOR CLASSES OF INTERFERONS, inter-
feron-y (TFN-y) is known to be the most potent modulator of the immune system."~3) It is produced by Thl (8-16 h later), there is an increase in mRNA for MHC antigens as the synthesis continues at a normal rate, whereas the antigen turnover is retarded. II is possible that observed increase in mRNA is caused by the continual synthesis of the specific proteins, as described above MHC in this case.'4-5' However, we contend that these changes may exert extra stress on the cell surface and thus may alter the composition of the cell membrane (Fig. 1 ) , which may further bring about other physiologic changes, including growth arrest, apoptosis, and cell death ( Fig. 2 and Table 1 ) .
In this study, we demonstrate by x-ray diffraction analysis that there is a change in the membrane bilayer width of the cells treated with IFN and a marked increase in intrabilayer phos- phate head group separation (Fig. 1) . The change in membrane structure observed by x-ray diffraction is consistent with a statistically significant increase in the cholesterol/phospholipid ratio ( 
